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With the 62nd Rockford Speedway Champions Banquet now in the
history books | can not help but to reflect back and recall many of the special
moments which made this past year a great one. During the bang uet
speedway management honored thirteen division champions by prese nting a
video presentation produced by Bennett Productions show casing t heir
accomplishments. Each champion gave a short heart felt speech giving credit
to the many people who have helped a long the way. Some present ed their
speech with a serious tone while others humored those in attenda nce. As the
lights dimmed and everyone headed home for the night most turned their
attention to the start of the 63 ™ season of racing at this historical race track.

Soon sounds of a high powered race engines will fill the air
throughout the mid -west. With the first race less then one month away | can
hear in my head engines roaring at the famed Rockford Speedway. Drivers,
crew members and race fans are counting the days until it is hea rd for real and
the green flag is waved in the early spring air.

With the start of a new race season drivers and car owners will
make numerous changes. Some will change color schemes while oth ers will
head off into a different directions. In addition to the buildi ng aspect of race
cars driver promotion remains as one of the most important compo nents of
this sport. Presenting a positive image of ones self is a prior ity.

Photos and ‘Hero Cards '’ remain as a consistent way of promoting
your race team. At the end of each race, fans of all ages visit pit area to get a
up close and personal look at their favorite driver. Our Hero C ards are custom
designed and serve as a great promotional tool for any race team . The cards
features your race car on the front along with your team sponsor logos.
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The back of the card could feature any personal information abou
your team you would like the public to know. The cards are of 100# card stock
and are 4 x 6 and 5 x 7 in size. Quantities of 500 or 1000 can  be ordered.

All prices include photo's, design, and printing as noted on my
website, www.myfinishlinephotos.com . Cards can be delivered at the track or
picked up at my home. However if requested cards can be mailed, shipping
cost will be added.

Drivers please contact me to schedule you photo session so that
you will be one of the first you hand out your ‘HERO CARD'.

Recently | was reading an electronic issues of ‘MIDWEST RACING
CONNECTION'. | must say this weekly / monthly newspaper is jammed pack
with racing news from around the mid west. Rockford Speedway on e of many
area tracks which are well published week after week. While rea ding my
attention was caught by an article written by the papers editor Mr. Dan Plan.
The article entitled ‘Support Your Photographer ' expressed a concern which
many track photographers are faced with. Of course as Rockford Speedway
photographer | immediately shot off an email out to Dan giving s upport and
appreciation. | doing so | also requested his permission to rep rint his article
within my own monthly newsletter. With this being noted, | ask you my readers
to try to understand a track photographers position.
His story is as followed:

~ Support Your Photographer ~

Photographers are in integral part of the sport of short track r acing.
I like to use the phrase Bryan Turtle taught me, the glue that h olds the sport
together. The photos you see in this publication, other publicat ions or internet
news sites are a big part when it comes to binding everything to gether. Most of
the photographers that send photos to us do this as a hobby. Ove r the course
of the season, they will sell some photos along the way or a few hero cards to
offset their expenses. Hopefully when it ’s all said and done, they can make a
buck at the end of the year. With the advent of the technology, there have been
some upsides for photographers and some downsides.
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On the upside, they have much more reliable and higher quality
equipment. They can provide photos that are much sharper and abl e to get
sequential action shots more often. They are now also able to pr ovide photos
at moments notice, speeding up the process of getting informatio n out to fans.
On the downside, some fans and racers have found technology to b asically
steal the work of the photographers. Some folks have gone the ro ute of
purchasing one photo and then scanning it in to print out and tu rn around and
hand them out to fans. Others have gone to downloading photos o ff websites
rather than purchasing an original from a photographer. The one comment |
heard was the photographers just point and shoot. Well, let me t ell you
something, there ’'s a lot more to it. Most photographers have spent years
perfecting their craft. They ’ve also invested thousands of dollars in their
equipment. It may look like they just  “point and shoot ” but it took a lot of
practice to get to that point. The next time you download a phot o from a
website, or scan in a copy of a picture, just remember that you 're stealing from
somebody else ’'s pocket.

- Dan Plan, Editor
- Mid-West Racing Connection

Thank you Dan for your article and your support of photographers
throughout this country of ours. And, | thank you for publishin g stories of
those drivers and fans who support Rockford Speedway. Finally a big thank
you to all those who have supported  ‘Finish Line Photos by JimmyA ", THANK
YOU.

In closing | would be wrong in not mentioning the passing of thi S
industries well known promoter, John McKarns who passed away this past
month. Mr. McKarns played such an important role in creating a playing field
for what was known as the ‘Stars and Cars of ARTCO . His contribution to
stock car racing will remain in the memories of race fans, crews and drivers.
He was and will always be know as  ‘One of the Best .
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